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	Course Title:  An Introduction to the Birds of The Coast
	Day/Date/Year:  
Wednesday 16 September 2020


	Start Time: 9.30am
	Finish Time:  1pm


	Course Tutor:

	Mike Russell

	Course description and subjects covered

	These special half day bird safaris are aimed at giving beginners an introduction to the bird life of Sussex in a variety of habitats. 

As autumn approaches many of our birds head south towards Africa. Wetlands such as Pagham Harbour provide vital food to fuel this migration and large numbers of birds gather here to feed. Along the beaches and offshore other birds are also on the move. This concentration of birdlife attracts predators and flocks of waders and wildfowl will take to the air in whirling flocks as the local Peregrines hunt over the harbour. Learn how to tell your Redshanks from your Greenshanks, discover your plovers and untangle your Knots on this special half-day safari. 

No previous knowledge needed, just enthusiasm. . 


	Meeting point / Venue:


	Meet at the Information Centre, Pagham Harbour Nature Reserve, Near Selsey, West Sussex, PO20 7NE.  We will then transfer to fewer cars and travel the short distance to the smaller Medmerry car park.

From the A27 at Chichester, take the B2145 south towards Selsey. After half a mile at the first roundabout, turn right continuing to follow the B2145 to Selsey (do NOT take the B2166 to Pagham village - the Visitor Centre is on the opposite side of the Harbour). Continue along the B2145 for 5 miles through the long villages of Hunston and Sidlesham. On leaving Sidlesham, the speed limit increases from 30mph to 50mph - the turning into the Visitor Centre car park is half a mile on the left-hand side and is sign posted.


	Other sites to be visited:

	Pagham Harbour and adjacent sites.  



	What to bring:

	· Binoculars
· Appropriate footwear for walking in potential wet and muddy areas.
· Appropriate clothing for weather conditions at time. 
· A field identification guide may be useful but not essential


	Other Information: 

	Free car parking 
There are toilet facilities at the visitor centre. 


	Public Transport:  

	Nearest train station at Chichester which is 7 miles away.
There is a bus service from Chichester bus station to Selsey which stops outside the Visitor Centre. Bus station a two minute walk from the train station. Journey approximately 20 minutes. Check online timetables for current details.


	Accessibility: 

	We will be out for about 3 hours walking on rough tracks, which may be wet and slippery after rain.
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