Dear Cllr [Insert Surname of Councillor]

Re: Congratulations on your appointment to [East / West] Sussex County Council

As your constituent, I congratulate you and your new colleagues on your recent election success. The electorate have placed trust in you to deliver for local communities, and I look forward to seeing your priorities take shape, particularly for nature’s recovery. 

In Sussex, we are facing significant challenges including issues with water quality and availability, flooding, wildlife decline and a changing coastline. Nature is fundamental to our health, resilience and local prosperity, but it isn’t embedded in the heart of decision-making at the council. This needs to change, so I support implementing the following six recommendations from Sussex Wildlife Trust:


1. Put nature in all policies and appoint a named nature lead
The council must adopt a simple ‘Nature in All Policies’ test for every strategy, budget and decision; and give a cabinet/committee leader clear responsibility for nature, climate and biodiversity.

In Sussex, we need your council to:
· Update constitutions, report templates, the corporate plan and budgets so that each proposal shows its impact on nature and climate; and publish an annual progress summary.
· Designate a cabinet or committee portfolio for environment, climate and biodiversity to drive nature recovery action across the authority.


2. Embed the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) in local plans and decisions
The LNRS is the roadmap for local nature recovery across our county. In Sussex, two LNRS are being produced, one covering West Sussex and one covering East Sussex and Brighton & Hove. They identify the very best places for wildlife and where we need to focus ambition to restore and connect nature across Sussex. The council must align decision making with the LNRS priorities. 

In Sussex, this means:
· Using LNRS priorities and maps as a baseline for all planning policies, design codes, validation requirements and committee reports.
· Coordinating, facilitating and contributing to delivering the LNRS priorities locally; and monitoring and reporting progress into the partnership.


3. Support Local Wildlife Sites and the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC)
Local Wildlife Sites (LWS) form the backbone of local nature networks. They are locally identified sites that are protected for their substantive nature conservation value. In Sussex, we are fortunate to have the Sussex LWS Initiative, which is working to ensure we have robust up-to-date data for all our LWS. The SxBRC holds and provides local, high-quality nature data so that all county, district and borough councils in Sussex have the right information to make planning and delivery decisions. 

In Sussex, we need your council to:
· Base Local Plan policies on LWS and ecological networks, ensuring they are identified in the Local Plan and prioritised for action in the LNRS. 
· Financially support the SxBRC and the Sussex LWS Initiative and apply their data in planning decisions.
· Ensure that both partnerships are fully supported into the future as we move through devolution and local government reorganisation.


4. Increase public access to nature
Access to green spaces, rivers, woods and fields is vital for supporting our physical and mental health, learning and play. These places provide lots of special local habitats for wildlife and improve the prosperity of the area.

In Sussex, we need your council to:
· Restore nature on council-owned land (parks, verges, campuses) and close gaps where local people don’t have access to nature close to their home.
· Support local community groups to identify and take joint responsibility for small plots nearby, enabling community pride in creating space for wildlife. The Sussex Wildlife Trust has a group of Wilder Community Champions that are working to protect and restore nature in their local areas. 
· Maintain strong partnerships with community organisations through devolution and local government reorganisation, ensuring dedicated mechanisms for community input in decision-making processes and equity in funding distribution; and ensuring that all communities have fair access to funding and resources for environmental projects.


5. Use nature-based solutions to fix local resilience
Nature can cut flood risk and drought risk, cool streets, improve water quality and grow the local economy - whilst creating wildlife corridors that people love. Your council can promote natural flood management, sustainable drainage solutions (SuDS) and nature infrastructure to help make Sussex more resilient. 

In Sussex, we need your council to:
· Use Local Lead Flooding Authority powers to prioritise nature-based solutions and require high quality SuDS across consented developments to reduce local flood risk and drought.
· Support local and grassroots environmental initiatives through devolution and local government reorganisation, particularly through a continuity of funding. For example, much of the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s work delivering nature-based solutions relies on a combination of local authority funding, regional grants, and national schemes.



6. Invest in nature to help coastal communities adapt to change
Coastal communities across Sussex need support to adapt to erosion and flooding driven by sea‑level rise and stronger, climate-driven storms. Investing in nature along the coast helps protect local communities and create habitats for wildlife, like vegetated shingle and saltmash. Your council can use its powers to prioritise these nature-based solutions for coastal challenges.

In Sussex, we need your council to:
· Join up land and sea by aligning terrestrial plans with nearby Marine Plans and working with marine authorities to maximise nature recovery across land and sea.
· Direct Biodiversity Net Gain to help secure coastal habitat restoration.
· Utilise the Coastal Transition Accelerator Programme (CTAP) and wider flood & coastal innovation funding to pilot adaptation on the ground and designate Coastal Change Management Areas through Local Plans. 


I am keen to know how you can pursue these policies within the council to ensure a positive legacy for our precious natural world. 

Please could you write back to me to explain how you will contribute to these policies.

If you need any further information on any of them, I know Sussex Wildlife Trust would be pleased to meet with you to help you put nature recovery on the agenda. You can contact them at swtconservation@sussexwt.org.uk 

Yours sincerely
[Insert Name]


How to find your councillor
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/find-my-nearest/councillor/ 
https://democracy.eastsussex.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx 

