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	Course Title:  The Bats of Sussex – Ecology, Biology and Conservation

	Day/Date/Year: 
Thursday 17 August 2023


	Start Time:   7pm
	Finish Time:  10.30pm


	Course Tutor:

	Ryan Greaves

	Course description and subjects covered

	Learn about the incredible biology of Bats, the only mammal capable of true flight, and their evolutionary history. Look at their adaptation to a nocturnal lifestyle and the fascinating array of feeding styles found across the world.

We will look at the species found in Sussex, which includes all 18 resident UK species, discussing their anatomy, distribution and population status. We will discuss survey techniques, specifically acoustic surveying and call identification. We will address Bat trapping and radiotracking, as a means of understanding distribution. 

We will look at habitat enhancements you can provide to encourage and support bats in your area. We will discuss bat boxes, including the designs available and where to put them.  

We will also discuss opportunities to get involved with local bat monitoring, as well as bat rescue and rehabilitation. You will also have the chance to see some live bats up close from the Sussex bat hospital.

We will then head out into the park with bat detectors in hand, identifying different species on the wing as they forage around the large fishing lake


	Meeting point/Venue address & nearest post code

	Meet at the entrance to the Tilgate Park Nature Centre,  Tilgate Drive, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 5PQ

By Car -  There are two entrances into the park. If you are coming from Crawley town centre, the best entry is via Titmus Drive in Tilgate. If you’re coming from the motorway then leave the M23 at Pease Pottage (junction 11) and turn right at the roundabout on to Brighton Road (A23) and then right again at the traffic lights into K2 Crawley leisure centre. Bear immediately right on to Tilgate Drive instead of the K2 Crawley car park.

Parking - The main car park is the nearest to the event and is pay and display between 9am and 4pm and free after 4pm. This car park is approximately 350 metres from the Walled Garden where the event takes place. There is another pay and display car park by the lakeside and two smaller free car parks along Tilgate Drive from K2 Crawley. 


	What to bring:

	Head torch, robust outdoor footwear, long sleeves and trousers

	Public Transport:  

	Bus
Metrobus route 2 goes to Tilgate Park along Tilgate Drive, dropping passengers off at the main car park. This service is only available on Saturdays and Sundays. Midweek (Monday to Friday) the bus stops just short of the park at K2 Crawley – a 10-15 minute walk into the park.

Train
The nearest train stations to Tilgate Park are Crawley and Three Bridges. Further public transport can be taken from here by either bus or taxi. 
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