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	Course Title:  The Butterflies of the Chalk Downs – Malling Down
                                (Zoom Meeting and Field Trip) 

	Day/Date/Year: 
Zoom Meeting – Recording to be sent on booking
Sunday 13 August – Field Trip


	Start Time:   09:00 

	Finish Time:  12:45 

	Course Tutor:

	Michael Blencowe

	Course description and subjects covered

	The chalks downs of Sussex are famed for their diversity of butterflies. They are one of the best places in Britain to see many of our iconic species such as the Adonis Blue and Chalk Hill Blue. 

This course will give you an introduction the butterflies that can be found in this landscape. In a special Zoom presentation we’ll look at the various species that can be found here focussing on their identification, ecology, habitats and where to find them in Sussex. 

Then, a few days later, we’ll take our new knowledge out into the field and explore Sussex Wildlife Trust’s Malling Down Nature Reserve near Lewes. Here we’ll search for butterflies in the sheltered coombe and hopefully encountered 20+ species including many chalk specialists. 

Course tutor Michael Blencowe is a Sussex naturalist and writer and co-author of The Butterflies of Sussex. 

The course is aimed at beginners and no previous knowledge is required. 


	Meeting point/Venue address & nearest post code

	Zoom link will be sent nearer to the event. 
For the field session we will meet on the bridge over the Ouse on Cliffe High Street in Lewes (next to Argos, BN7 2AN). 

From here it is a short (10 min) walk to the reserve. 


	Other sites to be visited:

	Malling Down Nature Reserve, near Lewes

	What to bring:

	Sturdy footwear, binoculars. 
Bring butterfly identification guides if you have them.


	Other Information:  

	Toilet facilities available in Lewes. 


	Parking / Public Transport:  

	Parking: Please note that we will be gone for over 4 hours. Not all Lewes car-parks allow 4 hour stays so please plan ahead and give yourself extra time to find a space. Details of all car parks can be found here https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/streets-parking-and-travel/car-parking/

Public transport is encouraged and Lewes is well served by buses and trains (station is 9 min walk from meeting point)


	Accessibility: 
	 There are some steep slopes on the nature reserve.  
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